
9-11 Tribute by Fire Science Instructor Rick Shepard 

Fourteen years ago, on a bright sunny morning, Tuesday, September 11, 2001 our country was attacked, on our own 

soil, by terrorists. The attacks killed 2,966 people and injured an estimate of over 6,000 more and caused at least $10 billion in 

property and infrastructure damage. This day changed the lives of many Americans, especially those of us in Public Safety 

(Law Enforcement, Fire and EMS). 

On Monday night, September 10, after spending a night of dining & shopping in the area of the Maine Mall two of the 

terrorists linked to al-Qaeda, Mohammed Atta & Abdulaziz al-Omeari, spent the night in a hotel near the jetport. 

At approximately 6 AM the two male terrorist hastily boarded Colgan Air Flight 5930, a jet at the Portland Jetport 

bound for Boston’s Logan Airport, arriving there at approximately 6:45 AM. 

At 6:52 AM, Atta received a telephone call from Marwan al-Shehhi, another al-Queda terrorist, who was also at 

Logan Airport, but was in a different terminal. At this time, the plans for carrying out the “plot” was confirmed to be “a go”. 

A short period of time later, four passenger airliners were hijacked by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists so they could be flown 

into buildings in suicide attacks. At 8:40 AM, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) alerted the North American 

Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) of the hijacking of the planes. Two fighter jets were “scrambled” from Cape Cod’s 

Otis Air National Guard base. They had not yet become airborne before the first of the two hijacked planes, American 

Airlines Flight 11 crashed into floors 93-99 of the North Tower of the World Trade Center complex in New York City at 8:41 

AM. At 9:03, as many people were watching the live television coverage, United Airlines Flight 175, crashed into floors 75-85 

of the South tower, Within two hours, both towers collapsed with debris and the resulting fires causing partial or complete 

collapse of all other buildings in the World Trade Center complex, as well as significant damage to ten other large 

surrounding structures. A third plane, American Airlines Flight 77, was crashed into the Pentagon (the headquarters of the 

United States Department of Defense), leading to a partial collapse in its western side. The fourth plane, United Airlines Flight 

93, was targeted at Washington, D.C., but crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, after its passengers tried to 

overcome the hijackers. This effort was spearheaded by a member of the military with the motto, “Let’s Roll”. In total, almost 

3,000 people died in the attacks, including the 227 civilians and 19 hijackers aboard the four planes. There were eleven 

effected unborn babies who also died on 9/11.  

This day also was the deadliest incident for firefighters and for law enforcement officers in the history of the United 

States, with 343 and 72 killed respectively, one law enforcement officer died when United Airlines 93 crashed into the field in 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania. There were 55 military personnel who died at the Pentagon in Arlington County, Virginia More 

than 90 countries lost citizens in the attacks that day, on US soil.    

Numerous other responders have contracted cancer and respiratory diseases as a result of responding to the scenes, 

and have since become very ill or have died.  As of August 2013, medical authorities concluded that 1,140 people who worked, 

lived, or studied in Lower Manhattan at the time of the attack have been diagnosed with cancer as a result of "exposure to 

toxins at Ground Zero". Over 1,400 public safety officials (fire-rescue-EMS) workers who responded to the scene in the days 

and months after the attacks have since died.  

Suspicion quickly fell on al-Qaeda. Although the group's leader, Osama bin Laden, initially denied any involvement, 

in 2004, he claimed responsibility for the attacks. The United States responded to the attacks by launching the War on Terror 

and invading Afghanistan to depose the Taliban, which had harbored al-Qaeda. Having evaded capture for years, bin Laden 

was located and killed by U.S. forces in May 2011. 

The destruction of the Twin Towers and other properties caused serious damage to the economy of Lower Manhattan 

and had a significant effect on global markets, closing Wall Street until September 17 and the civilian airspace in the U.S. and 

Canada until September 13. Many closings, evacuations, and cancellations followed the attack, either out of fear of further 

attacks or respect for the tragedy. Cleanup of the World Trade Center site was completed in May 2002, and the Pentagon was 

repaired within a year. Numerous memorials have been constructed, including the National September 11 Memorial & 

Museum in New York, the Pentagon Memorial, and the Flight 93 National Memorial in Pennsylvania. 

At this time, please bow your heads for a moment of silence for those who died and were injured in the attacks. 

Thank you… 
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